
comaet the Sam Francisco Pol ice Commis¬ 
sion at 415-533 Lftfr7 or by email at sfpd. 
coimimsiart^sfguvxjrg to make your voice 
heard in the struggle against the use of 
Tasers and other deadly weapons tit tnree. 


key moments of impact am! 
mobilize San Franciscans to 
fight for the basic needs and 
rights of poor and home- 
Jess individuals and *jjf - 
fa m i I it s meeting t i mes ^' 

and location are list- "T3 £a 
ed at the bottom of 
page 2), Mission * 
Neighborhood * 

Resource Ccn 

ter and St. An- 

L hony Fou n- ^ ^ t 

dal ion who JJfc 

are always 

looking for 

volunteers Lo f 

assist with holi¬ 
day events as well 
as for committed 
volunteers to serve 
throughout the 
year. 


proposed a pilot project thai would arm 
the tIrisis Intervention Team with lasers, 
claiming they are a less lethal than the 
current weapons used by officers. Jn- 
, stead, San Franciscans need to mob]- 
r / lizeand urge the Police Commission 
to invest in full l raining of de-esca- 
g, I at to n si ral egies a n d non - weapon 

RtSvp, based responses Lo people ex- 
EHI v ■ per i enc i ng me n t a I h ea ll h cri- 

sis. Join the Coalition On 
Homelessness and other 

- Jp r~ jML « 

,CY ' * ‘v organizations and iudi- 
j^L V *•> * viduals in the SF No 
r On lasers Coalition 

as we stand against 
SFPDs contm- 
■P^ ued brutality and 

/-n|abuse ol people ex- 
Ldttfl (b , periencing psych i- 

atric distress and 
jpjfhomelessness. 

Please attend 
all of the 


A s the country goes into full-throt- 
l le co n sum pi i on-ba sed t. h r tst m a s 
time, there are millions people 
who will be in full-throttle survival mode 
to make it l hrough l he often difficult and 
emotional holidays. . Homelessness and 
poverty are social problems that require 
urgent attention. Whether you’re a gold 
star consumer or a social justice activist, 
include some small acts oi resistance and 
struggle in your holiday season this year. 
As we enter into the "12 Days Of Christ 
mas, 11 here are 12 Acts Of Christmas Re¬ 
sistance 1 hat you can engage in to help end 
hetmdess n ess a nd povert y. 


On the third day of Christmas, in¬ 
sist that your true love, your family, 
friends, and neighbors call their legisla¬ 
tors to urge them to sign the Homeless 
Pill Ol" [tights into law. Introduced this 
year by Assembly member Tom Am- 
miano, the Hill ensures the rights of 
people experiencing homelessness and 
poverty as well as protects their access 
to public resources. To find your local 
legislature's contact information, go to 
www-.Icgislature.ea.gov and be sure to- 
spread the word to all Californians. Pass¬ 
ing this important legislation wilt have a 
local and national impact on ending dis- 
crimination against homeless and poor 
people, 


On the firs! day of Christmas, ask 
your irue love lo volunteer with you at 
one of the many organizations doing criti¬ 
cal work to support homeless and poor 
people in San Francisco. The Coalition 
On Homelessness was formed in 1987 to 
foster the active participation of home¬ 
less and low-income San Franciscans and 
front-line staff in the struggle for econom¬ 
ic and social justice. You can participate in 
our work ih rough one or both of our two 
workgroups, Human Rights, and i lousing 
Justice. Each meets weekly and are open 
to the public. These workgroups identify 


uMBw one or 
B * JjLVt tLpcom i ng pub! ic 

feAW forums on Tasers 
on Tuesday Janu¬ 
ary 22nd. Monday 
February 4th, or Monday February 11th 
from 6 -Spm, local ion s T BA. You may also 


On the fourth day of Christmas invite 
your community lo join you in support¬ 
ing homeless youth. In San Francisco an 
average of 5.700 young people are without 
sale places to sleep every night. By vol- 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3 


d ay or L h r isl m as you 
and your true £ ' 

love can Eight the in¬ 
troduction of Tasers in the San Francisco 
Police Department. Chief, Greg Suhr, has 


MRQFTHE 

WKMMjttM 


Hey* Merry cSTmtirmf 

Yeah, men 1 knew you need a 
pa-, it miginf snow pretty won. 


Tdl you whsrf. ill Set you have them 
You just pay me when you 
fll lock you tp agem. ^ - r* 


Okay, so ten bucks, 

Okay, okay-seven defers! \ 

TM is my firkal offer!! 


I got no money, y 
no income, -not 
even food stamps) 


, ..rx.y^Vj 


W hen you buy the STREET SHEET, 100% of your d on ol ion goes directly to the vendor. Donations mode la vendors do not 90 to the STREET SHEET 
or lo ihe Coalition on Homelessness, Son Francisco, STREET SHEET vendors ore noi ouihori^ed to solicit donoiions on behalf of Ihe Coalition on 
Homelessness, or to sell papers door Jo door. To help vs keep ihis poper in print, please consider making a one-time donation or becoming 0 STREET 
SHEET underwriter [page 8), We greatly appreciate she support of all of ovr donors and underwriters-befh lo aur vendors and to the paper itself. 


The staff and volinteers of The Coaffion on Homelessness, San Francisco woJd fl<e to wish you the best this hoiday Season 
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SFPD AND TASERS 

THE PUBLIC SAFETY COMMISSION HEARS FROM THE PUBLIC 


B efore the Board of Supervisors Public 
Safety Committee, San Francisco Po¬ 
lice Chief, Greg Suhr, repeated his call 
to arm the Crisis Intervention Team (CIT) with 
lasers, the third Police Chief to do so in the past 
decade. His arguments, similar to his predeces¬ 
sors', are that lasers are a less-than lethal option 
and an excellent tool to prevent the slaying of 
civilians by police officers" guns. Suhr continued 
to use the July Death of Pralith Pralourng at the 
hands of SFPD officers as justification for arming 
CIT officers with lasers, stating that doing so is a 
“moral obligation.'' In his opinion, lasers would 
prevent future use of lethal force or injury to sus¬ 
pects and were the SFPD to acquire the weapons, 
the department's policies would restrict officers 
from using them abusively. Suhr also announced 
that Commander Mi kail Alt who was leading the 
CIT efforts for the department is being replaced 
by Commander Cornea, the former Richmond 
Precinct Captain. He gave no indication about 
why Commander Aii is being relieved of this po¬ 
sition or whether the lack of proper CIT imple¬ 
mentation—establishing a 911 protocol, working 
with Emergency Management, and professional 
reviews and assessments of the program—had 
anything to do with All’s displacement. 

Still, Chief Suhr declared the CIT program 
to be “robust” supported by both the SFPD brass 
and mental health professionals. According 
to Suhr, he plans to eventually expanding CIT 
training to the entire department, increasing the 
number of officers already involved. 

The Public Safety Committee, however, dis¬ 
agreed with Chief Suhrs claims and argued that 
lasers are not appropriate for CIT or the police 
force, with Supervisor John Avalos concerned 
that the City is approaching a “lethal cliff," 

Supervisor Christina 01 ague expressed her 
dissatisfaction with the topic coming to the fore¬ 
front of City politics once again, calling the hear¬ 
ing an “unfortunate conversation.” She believes 
CIT to be a public health issue, one that affects 
many San Franciscans, and one that should be 
addressed with “compassion” rather than force. 
"We should be creating a culture of crisis inter¬ 
vention, not creating a culture of using a weap¬ 
on’ 1 said OI ague. 

Supervisor David Campos said that he sup¬ 
ports SFPD and any necessary tools which the 
department needs. However, he was not con¬ 
vinced that lasers were compatible with the Cri 
sis Intervention Team's objectives, stating that 
a “dear necessity” for acquiring the weapons is 
missing. 

Attempting to reaffirm Chief Suhrs claims of 
a thriving Cl T program, Commander Ali gave 
updates on the program’s progression, stating 
that CIT now has 118 officers in training, equally 
dispersed across shifts and averaging around 10 
CIT officers per precinct at any given time. Ac¬ 
cording to Ali, the “directive is clear” regarding 
Ci r and that now lasers are necessary to help 
CIT achieve a better program. What Commander 
Ali did not mention is how a 2011 CIT resolution 


passed by the City’s Police Commission called for 
2(1%-2 5% of SFPD s 1000 patrol officers to be CIT 
trained. Currently SFPD has trained less than 8% 
of its force oil CIT. In fact in 2010, after a five 
year study examining officer-involved shootings, 
the department recommended a 20 hour men tat 
crisis training for all SFPD officers—this has yet 
to take place, Fvcn with a 2012 PERF Report on 
Minimizing Force emphasizing the need for every 
police officer to receive training in de-escalating 
crises, SFPD has still not initiated any training in 
these areas. SFPD has conducted only three GIT- 
specific trainings over the past several years. 

During public comment, Michael Gause of 
San Francisco’s Mental He a It h Association, who, 
for the past two years has been involved with 
SFPDs efforts to implement CIT, said "CIT is 
still very much a process...it still is a training, 
its not yet a team” Gause lamented how the 
implementation of protocol—working with the 
department of Emergency Management, 9 \ I 
operators, doing extensive follow-up and evalu¬ 
ation of CIT efforts, [and] de-briefing quarterly 
with leaders of SFPD on crisis incidents” has not 
yel been achieved. He contends that individuals 
with mental health issues are at the greatest risk 
because they are most likely to encounter a CIT 
officer armed with lasers. 

The ACLU was also present to voice concerns 
over the lack oi CIT trainings, with attorney Mi- 
caela Davis saying it is “entirely premature to in¬ 
vestigate a pilot program for lasers in the City" 
without the necessary examinations of other 
alternatives and substantial community input 
called tor by the 2011 Police Commission reso¬ 
lution. She stressed that lasers have “civil rights 
implications” tor not only the mentally ill—who 
come into contact with SFPD daily—but for en¬ 
tire comminutes of color. She believed that arm¬ 
ing CIT officers could become a “department 
wide phenomenon” with the potential for abuse 
by untrained officers. Citing a letter the ACLU 
produced for Mayor Lee, she said that abuse is 
present in other police departments and that if 
Gil' officers had "lasers, it could lead to a “much 
more lethal situation.” She too emphasized the 
department’s needs to follow the 2011 resolution 
and examine other options, as acquiring lasers 
“runs entirely contrary to the idea [of CIT.]” 

Other community organizations such as 
Hospitality House, the National Lawyers Guild, 
and the Grey Panthers came to voice their oppo¬ 
sition to lasers. Mesh a Irizarry, Director of the 
idriss Stelley Foundation, presented the facts that 
over 532 people have been killed by Tasers in the 
US—with California leading all states with 177 
deaths. 

The Mental Health Board of San Francisco 
also had Secretary David Elliot Lewis appeared 
to restate the MHBs resolution opposing the ac¬ 
quisition of'lasers by CIT officers. He claims that 
Tasers will “undermine the spirit and design of 
Cl 17’ When questioned by the Supervisors about 
the possible trauma individuals may experience 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4 
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Thfi Coa1 ttion cm E lorne Justness, San Francisco, ]$ made up 
of homeless Lind formerly homeless people, representa¬ 
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sold by homeless and pL.ior people on the streets as 4 m al¬ 
ternative to panhandling. 
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COALITION ON HOMELESSNESS MEETINGS 


Our organising is based on extensive peer outreach. 
The information gathered directly drives the Coalition's 
work: We do nut bring our agenda to poor and home¬ 
less people—they bnng their agenda to us. Ow advocacy 
agenda is. primarily designed by the Coalition work¬ 
groups, which involve and strengthen Collaboration be¬ 
tween homeless people, concerned community members, 
and providers iff social, health rare, housing, employ¬ 
ment, and legal services, to systematically address needs 
identified m outreach. 

To learn more about COH workgroup meetings, phase 
contact uh al 4I5,T4 iS. 3"4LJ. 

MEETINGS 

Housing Justice Workgroup 

Every Tuesday al 12 noon 

Human Rights Workgroup 

Every Wednesday al 12:30 p.m, 

STREET SHEET 
New Vendor Orientation 

Every Friday at HMlOaan.. 

A11 m e el i tigs a re at dAH fit rk Si red 

He l ween I .ark in and Hyde 
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THE 12 DAYS OF CHRISTMAS 

CONTINUED PNOM PAGE 1 

unteering your time nr resources in organizations like 
Larkin Street Youth Services, Homeless Youth Alliance, 
and Road Dawgz, you can help ensure the success ol the 
young people in these life-saving programs, loin tlie fight 
for educational services and school-based resources that 
offer young people choices and opportunities for their 
future. Homelessness prevention starts with children and 
youth and we as a Community must invest in the their 
fLit tire., 

V 

On the iiJlh day of Christmas, urge your true love, 
your neighbor* and your best friend to join you at an event 
aimed at raising awareness of poverty and homelessness, 

I here is a protest to end foreclosures on seniors and peo¬ 
ple with disabilities. It will take place on Tuesday, Decern 
her IS, beginning at Moon until 1:30pm at the Welts bar 
go Eiank at ilie intersection of Market and Grant Street. 
Senior and Disability Action among other community 
organizations and concerned citizens will stand together 
against Wells Fargo and thier predatory lending practices 
that have led to huge numbers of foreclosures and evic 
lions, of seniors and people with disabilities. Corporate 
interests must not take precedent over t he needs of our 
most vulnerable communities. On Thursday December 
20th at 5:30pm join SF Network Ministries and the Co¬ 
alition tin Homelessness at L i Memorial Service tor our 
Homeless comrades who have died. We will gather in Al- 
ioto Piazza, across Polk from City Hall. Bring a candle 
and help us remember and honor our loved ones and 
family members, 

VI 

On the sixth day of Christmas you and your I rue love 
can support people coming home from prison and jail. 
Every month thousands tsi people are released from pris 
ons and jails with limited access to housing and resourc¬ 
es. Many public benefits are denied to people with certain 
types of felonies. If they are not fully supported in their 
re-entry, they risk becoming homeless or a return trip 
through the revolving door of the criminal justice system. 
Welcome our retuning family and community members 
by donating new or gently used clothes to employment 
programs* helping someone obtain a California Identifi¬ 
cation Card, or hiring someone who would otherwise not 


be eligible for employment. Challenge Lite stigma around 
imprisonment so we can create safe and welcoming envi¬ 
ronments for people returning home. 

VII 

On the seventh day of Christmas you and your l rue 
love can organize or participate in a community beaut i 
fication and reclamation project. Clean up an empty lot, 
organize a mural-painting project, plant food or herbs in 
a community garden and share your harvest. Lobby your 
local legislators to open a blighted or abandoned build¬ 
ing to create housing npporl uni lies for homeless families, 
‘lhere are many neighbor hood-based initiatives you can 
organize or participate in to create sale and Welcoming 
places for people to move into or take part in to create 
strong communities, committed to working together. We 
all deserve beautiful and affirming places to live! 

VIII 

On the eighth day of Christmas, hire a homeless or 
formerly homeless person. By providing job opportuni¬ 
ties anti financial support you can help someone escape 
homelessness or assist in their fight to slay housed. I he 
more we challenge the stigma of homelessness and pov¬ 
erty, the closer well get to ending it. Whether you have a 
formal employment opportunity or a one-time job, help 
those who otherwise wouldn't have access to life-affirm 
ing work. Encourage your friends, neighbors, commu¬ 
nity, and family to do the same, 

IX 

On the ninth day of Christmas, instead of spending 
thousands ol dollars on plastic toys and electronics tbal 
will break and further pollute our earth, take a stack of 
$20 bills and give them to homeless people you meet. If 
that person wants to engage in a conversation, give them 
your time as well. Ear too often we walk by homeless 
people and pretend they are invisible, 'this holiday season 
make sure you see everyone around you and share your 
resources, 

X 

On the tenth day of Christ mas organize a holiday do¬ 
nation drive to benefit homeless individuals and families. 
"This is not an opportunity to get rid of your old, gnarly 
underwear or mangled si u Med animals. Homeless iami 


lies are in need diapers, warm and soft blankets, nutritious 
food, new or gently used clothes, toys, coats, and kitchen 
and home items. They need things like deodorant, coffee, 
gift cards Lo places like Target or Safeway, gas cards, hikes, 
skateboards, bus/train tickets - think outside the box! 

XI 

On the eleventh day of Christmas, stand up lor a 
homeless person being harassed. As a bystander to vio¬ 
lence against poor and homeless people, we often fed 
helpless, like it is better to ignore what is happening and 
just walk by* Instead practice being an active bystander 
by observing ihe harassment and calling it out ii it's sate 
to do so. Simply being a witness, and letting the person 
being harassed know Eh a! they have an ally nearby, can 
be supportive. If the person doing the harassing knows 
they are being observed, it may de-escalate the situation. 
Do not intentionally escalate the situation. It may make it 
worse. Slay calm and make eye contact with the person 
being harassed lo let them know you see them and follow 
their lead. Record the situation on your phone and geE as 
many details as possible -{name, badge (if the offender is 
an officer) , license plate, etc - and Set the person doing 
the ha raising know you are observing them. You can fol- 
low-up with the person who experienced harassment. We 
must collectively challenge and change the way homeless 
and poor people are vie wed and treated in San Francisco. 

XII 

And finally...on l he twelfth day of Christmas, Iden¬ 
tify twelve local organizations that are doing work to end 
homelessness and poverty and commit to making one do¬ 
nation a month in the year of 2013 to each of them. Your 
donation can be big or small, financial or in-kind. You 
can share your commitment with your family and friends 
and encourage them to do something similar. By commit¬ 
ting to a monthly donation and educating yourself about 
the work they do, you will likely be inspired to be more 
involved in the fight to end homelessness and poverty in 
San Francisco a ltd around the country 

Ending homelessness and poverty will take wide 
spread commitment and participation - iust as the tin. 
pact ol homelessness is wide-spread, lake time this holi¬ 
day season to make your voice heard in the fight to end 
this devastating and needless condition. For more infor¬ 
mation on any ot these holiday suggestions, contact ihe 
Coalition On Homelessness at <115-346-3740. 
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SFPD AND TASERS 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2 


when shocked with Lasers, he said that the pres¬ 
ence of lasers and the visible electrical arc—a 
current beaming at the front of the device used 
to warn suspects—alone can cause trauma. He 
said that actually being shocked is traumatizing 
tor anyone, especially people with mental health 
issues. It “hasn't saved lives” and is the “wrong 
tool for the job” said Lewis, 

Despite steady community opposition to 
Tasers for several years and a Public Safety Com¬ 
mittee questioning SFPDs commitment to CIT 
and non-violent means of de-escalation, Chief 
Suhr is intent on persuading the Police Com¬ 
mission to vote in favor of arming CIT officers 
with Tasers. Starting in late January, a sub-com¬ 
mit tee of Police Commissioners will host com¬ 
munity Ibrums on Tasers. Community input 
has been minimal outside this hearing and San 
Franciscans will then have a chance to voice their 
concerns directly to representatives of the Police 
Commission, the body who will make the final 
decision. 

Perhaps this final round of community fo¬ 
rums will be enough to convince the Police Com¬ 
mission that l 'San Francisco doesn’t want Lasers 
and San Francisco doesn't need lasers,” accord¬ 
ing to l.isa Marie Alatorre, Human Rights Coor¬ 
dinator with the Coalition on Homelessness 






It’s time again for the annual Poetry Edition of Street Sheet. This is a great opportunity to 

HAVE YOUR VOICE HEARD BY OVER 30 THOUSAND PEOPLE. If YOU’RE A POET, OR IF YOU KNOW SOMEONE 

WHO IS, We WOULD LIKE TO HEAR FROM YOU. 

Send Entries to kdotson@streetsheet.org (‘Poetry’ in subject line of e-maii) 

©ca[£XHfl©s0@OQ c3©®^D0dq® 0© ©©©©osoter WMMu 

The poetry edition will be available on January 2nd 

For More Information Calf: Kenneth Dotson (415)346-3740 ext. 309 
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a letter from Robert Ingles, A.K.A., “ Thumper” 
Volunteer, Coalition on Homelessness 


CONTEMPT 

~T~ ~¥" omelessness hurts, it hurts in a lot of 
I I ways that you might expect. Hunger, 
JLcokk sore feet, sleeplessness, the help¬ 
less feeling that your suffering will always be 
ignored, and may never end. 

But the one thing that hurts the most, the 
thing you might not expect matters much but 
means the most,... contempt. 

ft is the contempt displayed by so many for 
us and our situation. Casual, dismissive, some¬ 
times even openly hostile. It's as though people 
feel that, not only are we beneath them, and 
here by our own choice, but that wc arc actively 
trying to ruin their day. 

I’ve been homeless, off an on, for the last 
twenty-five years. I sutler from Bipolar Affec¬ 
tive Disorder. I take medication, see a psychia¬ 
trist regularly, but at least once every five years 
the disorder will win out despite my treatment 
regimen. 1 lose my job, my friends, my girl¬ 


friend, everything I own, and my home. ! will 
remain living in the street usually for brief peri¬ 
ods of 4 to 6 months, sometimes for more than 
a year. 

My story is lar from unique. A larger per¬ 
centage of homeless people are where they are, 
because of a disease or mental disorder. Many 
o the rs are t h ere beca use o f crush i ng pove rty an d 
the steady reduction of subsidised or affordable 
housing. We’re not living on the street because 
we want to be. Who would? Yet, it seems as if 
that is the way we are viewed, by the rich, the 
well to do, and the ignorant. 

Don’t gel me wrong. Many are kind. There 
are many charities to help, government pro¬ 
grams, and even progressive independent ac¬ 
tivists such as the Coalition On Homelessness. 
Wc are not without help or sympathy or com¬ 
passion. Its just that even with this help, there 
just isn’t enough affordable, supportive housing 


for us all. There just isn’t enough. 

So, here we remain, doing the best we can 
without the benefit of shelter. Those of you who 
treat us with open contempt, kick us awake and 
yell at us where we sleep, deny us a light for the 
cigarette butt we found, glare and remain silent 
when we ask for the time of day: Its hard enough 
for us to keep our spirits up. It’s hard enough, 
everything we have to do is hard enough. 

If you dojft want to help, that's okay. There 
are others who do, and do so gladly. We know 
life is hard for you too. It’s a very expensive city, 
and it's tough for anyone to make ends meet. 
Most of us have been where you have been at 
one time or another. We just stumbled and fell 

If you could just walk in our shoes for a little 
bit, you might see we are not so very different. 
Like anyone, we are just trying to get by. 


COALITION ON HOMELESSNESS, SAN FRANCISCO — 25 YEARS YOUNG 


T he Coalition on Homelessness cel¬ 
ebrated our 25th Anniversary with 
a party and reunion. Friends, family, 
staff and members of the community gathered 
at the Polish C lub in the Mission to eat, drink, 
renew old friendships, and make new ones. 

In 1987 San Francisco had little in the way 
of a coordinated and well thought-out system lor 
assisting its homeless and poor people. Agencies 
did not cooperate with one another,They didn't 
trust tiie contractors hired to provide services, 
mostly for good reason. Corruption was a way of 
life throughout the shelter system. As usual, the 
people needing services couldn't trust anyone 
and were caught in she middle, again; paying for 
shelter beds, towels, or other services, sometimes 
with money, sometimes with currency far more 
valuable. Fairness, dignity, and respect were al¬ 
most entirely lacking. 

It was in the midst of this environment that 
a hand full of people - most of whom worked in 
the system and observed daily its inefficiencies 
and injustices - formed the Coalition on Home¬ 
lessness. Several of the founders and early mem¬ 
bers of the Coalition were honored for their roles 
in establishing this organization. Among those 
present were Paul Roden and Joe Wilson, two 
of the founders of the COH, Paul is now Execu¬ 
tive Director of the Western Regional Advocacy 
Program, the organization spearheading the 
Homeless Bill of Rights sponsored in California 
by Assembly member Tom Ammiano. WRAP is 
also heading up the campaign to have a similar 
Rill introduced in the Oregon Legislature. Joe, 
currently the head of community organizing and 
community building at Central City Hospital¬ 
ity House, has worked for a myriad of agencies 
in the City and remains a staunch advocate for 
homeless and poor people in San Francisco. 

Paul. Joe and several others spoke about 
the early years. Paul remembered that, early on, 
he though! the need for (he Coailition would 
be short lived. Afterall, homelessness, poverty, 
and hunger in the richest country in the history 


of the world had to be a temporary situation, it menu allying iteslf with the rich and powerful at 
was just a matter of correcting a long series of the expense of the rest of us. How long could it 
misguided, evil decisions by the federal govern- conmnuED on page 6 
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The sun has made its way to the sidewalk at tong last, 
the cold breeze felt earlier in the morning dispelled, a chill recollection. 
Janie sighs tilting her face toward the sun, 
enjoying the first rays of warmth 

before continuing her vigil, watching the traffic- human enter and exit, 
Walking, talking schedules and events as various as the prints left on 

the staircase rail. 

Frmted neatly, little paper notes labeled "To Do." 
as if these chores have any true meaning... 

True ..Meaning. Brought by machinations beyond understanding, 
eons in the making of a moment 

When one and one strangerperfect paralleled. Thrown in their lots, 
a resounding collective 

sigh is felt rather than heard, they found themselves no longer alone 
The tang of a wistful air, of.,., melancholy, slowly drifts through the ether, 
Searching blinded by its grief, 
recognizing the scent of something much like itself, 
it feeds, 

sustenance aplenty it seeks combines and grows. 

Yet here Janie sits in her chair. She is likely anxious. Scared, 

She actively searched within and without 
whispering a resounding call for peace, 

True peace, in truth unusual in her reality,, 
peace in the shelter she calls home. 

Smoke drifts on the breeze trailing away through the currents like 

ghosts dissolving, 

The many centuries taxing resolve leaving them emaciated an thin. 
The hope her red wool cap P hand knitted, is keeping her warm, 
unexpected but heart-of‘heartfelt. 


Studying the immediate by sight, ambient waves elude to ail else, 
the clack- clack of a skateboard on cracks in man-stone, 
the clipped bark of a dog a dimming echo, 
the clatter of dishes in a nearby restaurant, a symphony 
created by life's pain crammed stage. 

The cry of a child, not yet old enough to truly wear her parents thin, 

rings out unnoticed, 

amongst the flagstone, steel frames and factory made windows. 
Smack talking teens and adults 
contributing their fair share of pollution to our ears 
and this also affects our global condition. 

The day, perfect in itself if not 
for naysayers and negatives, 
the fruit of false wisdom has been salved and treated 
through the deeds of those 
lacking the intestinal fortitude 
to accomplish their own 
selfish self-centered, maniacal goals, 

Cowardice only lasts as long as the vessels 
containing and spreading its parasitic influence. 

Always thriving and flourishing 
before eventually crumbling into self decay. 

Amidst all of this Janie sits 
staring, hoping, 
willing a change for the better, 
a salvation-simple few would ever ask for 
but all life craves; life with no fear. 

Come and get it, and get it you all. 

It settles before you. animosity forgotten with the snows. 

For Janie sits with no visible anger, to me she seems at peace. 
Within herself, within the moment, with her decision she stands, the re¬ 
lief she seeks only one move, one piece, one square of the chessboard 
the only challenge found with the question "Which? 1 'Pacing down the 
corridor passing shaded windows with tinted light giving glimmers of the 
memories which she sealed so long ago. 


Artwork by Mike McGrath 


25 YEARS YOUNG 
continued from page 5 


possibly take to fix such an obviously broken and criminal system? So Far, 
tenty live years, and counting. 

It was a night tor remembering. Joe spoke of the many faces that are 
no longer with us. Just outside the auditorium there was an alter with pho¬ 
tographs of our deceased friends and family members that is usually at the 
Coalition office. When 1 started volunteering at the Coalition about a year 
or so ago, l looked at that alter and never immagined that a photograph of 
one of my best friends would now be there. Its been there since July. It’s 
time to stop losing people to the effects of homelessness, either direct or 
indirect. 


This tableau in split dimensions witnessing a nubile vision grow allowing 
me the understanding, the comprehension to see her stand tall for the 
rights of me and you, Though it could be interpreted her actions were 
for self, I believe she took up our fight for weVe all glimpsed that hell. 
Through, another's actions, violent methods, a narrow, selfish mind, she 
was imprisoned, entombed with no retreat, Those who were to help her 
shunted their honor and lost what they had struggled to obtain on the 
streets when they had nothing themselves, save one thing more pre¬ 
cious than diamonds... their word. Their honor. Now l see Janie stand¬ 
ing boldly quiet, listening intently for the world to yield her the chance 
to salvage the bit of a life she has left amongst the forty two percent of 
us who are the ignorant impoverished the majority too stubborn not to 

believe 


To our supporters and friends. Thank you. Over the next 25 years, 
hopefully well ahead of our 50 11 ' Anniversary, the Coalition on Homeless¬ 
ness will have closed our doors because all San Franciscans have decent 
and affordable housing. When that happens, our job is done. 


The chances for another ail-but-Truiy awakened person 
to accidently discover we are still here 
Shocked, they will cry out “I did not see you! I did not know!” and all will 
be translated by a single solitary wind stirred tear, slowly descending 
toward the outstretched hand of a figure in a wheeled chair.,. 

A chair in which Janie sits.,. 
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STREET SHEET 
VENDOR OF THE MONTH 


We know we have some pretty awesome vendors out there. We 
could use your help to recognize them* 


Call the editor and nominate the Lady or Gentleman you purchased your 

STREET SHEET from as the next 

Vendor of the Month 


You can contact Street Sheet 

bv phone at: 

415-346-3740 ext. 309 

Or by E-mail at: 

kdot s on@c o h sf.o rg 

Or if you're in the area, drop by 468 Turk, Between Larkin and Hyde and ask for Ken 
Winners will be recognized in the first STREET SHEET edition each month. 


The second edition of the month will 
feature the winner's story, giving you an 
opportunity to better know our 

VENDOR OF THE MONTH 


COHSF NEEDS LIST 

COMPUTERS & PERIPHERALS: 

LCD Flat Screen Monitors 
Macintosh Computers G5+ 

□uai core or higher PCs 
Mac or PC Laptops 
(same specs as above) 

USB Keyboards & Mice 
USB/FW External Hard Drives 
External DVD Burners 

OTHER: 

Digital Cameras 
Digital Video Recorders 

Please contact Ken at 346,3740 or 
kdotson@cohsf.org, 

Thank you! 

We appreciate your generosity 
All donations are tax-deduct- 


SHELTER MONITORING COMMITTEE 
SCHEDULE 

Bring your concerns and recommendations about the shelters to the Shelter Monitoring 

Committee monthly meetings: 

December 19,2012,10 a.m.. 

City Hail, Room 408 

You can leave a confidential message about any shelter issues at 415.2S5.3642. You may 

call this number collect 

Tell us both compliments and complaints. 

Help us improve 
your shelters! 


A PAES CLIENT ADVOCATE MAY HELP YOU! 

If vou iind vuiir worker can't un vouf tunpbyniHni 
pj-tiii or services you need Ho gel a job, call or visit I lie Kay 
Area Lt'gcil Aid’s tlienl AdvtM.ate «lI the ti A A P office: 

Sabrina Barnes 

27h Cotden (Jafeal Hyde 
4l5.92fi.254d 

Monday, hiv^day, Thurmt;iy r Friday: *#-noon,. 1:30—) 


SPEAKERS BUREAU 

Does your school, professional organi¬ 
zation, congregation, or club want to 
learn more about the real issues behind 
homelessness? 

* Why are there so many homeless 
people in San Francisco? 

* Why does the problem seem so in¬ 
tractable? 

* What needs to happen for this situa¬ 
tion to change? 

The Coalition on Homelessness would 
welcome the opportunity to speak to 
you and provide accurate, documented 
i n forma t i on a b on t home lessness, 

Please contact us at: 
415.346.3740 

or e-mail your request to: 
coh@cohsf«org 

to arrange a presentation. 


DONATE 

clothing, leatherwear, shoes, furniture, electronics, tamps, toys, bicycles, collectibles, books/magazincs, artwork, housewares, music and movies, luggage, mirrors, jewelry 

and accessories, crutches/wheelchairs/walkers 

to COMMUNITY THRIFT at 623 VALENCIA. Please be sure to designate COALITION ON HOMELESSNESS, ACCOUNT #205 as the beneficiary. All donations must be boxed or bagged. 
You can call Community Thrift at 861.4910 to ensure your donations will Lx? accepted at the drop-off site at Sycamore Street, Hours: 10 a.m.o p.m. dally. 
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dun; 


STREET SHEET 


When we began publishing the STREET SHEET in 1989, vve never imagined that homelessness would re¬ 
main prevalent in our community, or that the response from City officials and the mainstream media 
would be so punitive. Our reasons for publishing the paper are the same today as they were at the 
inception of the project: line need slid exists for perspectives on homelessness and poverty that go be¬ 
yond the simplifications that appear in most news sources. 

In order to maintain an independent voice, the STREET SHEET and the Coalition or I lomelessness r other 
projects are not supported by government or corporate interests—We depend on the continuing sup¬ 
port of individuals iike who believe that the work of creating solutions to homelessness matters. 

The easiest way that you can help provide long-term support for this work is by becoming a sustainer: 
giving a small amount every month, every quarter, or twice a year, 

• Making a sustaining pledge is easy: After you set up a pledge with lis, we can electronically bill you 
or charge your credit card as often as you choose. 

• Making a pledge is affordable: Ten or twenty dollars a month is affordable for most budgets—that's 
only $5 to Sill per paycheck! But those smaller gifts add up to a very meaningful contribution over a 
year's time. 

Fnr a $50 pledge, you can become an underwriter of the STREET SHEET. Your support: 

■ Provides critical information on available services, programs, changes, and policy developments that 
affect homeless people. 

1 Remains the primary vehicle for ban Francisco's homeless people to voice their concerns, opinions, 
and stories to 32,1X11) readers monthly, 

• Provides over 230 extremely poor vendors the opportunity to earn money for food, shelter, and other 
necessities every month. 

Together, through monthly contributions to the Coalition's work, sustainers are helping to make the 
important work described above possible. Please become a part of this grassroots effort today. 


Name: 


Address: 


City; 


State/ZIP: 


Phone/ E-Mail: 


* I want to support the Coalition and the STREET SHEET at $ = _/month for_months 

Please list my name in the STREET SHEET as:__ 

* I want to support the work of the Coalition on Homelessness with a single tax- 
deductible contribution in ihe amount of: () 

$20 $25 $30 $40 $50 $75 $100 Oth er $ 

Please charge my credit card: MasterCard or VISA 


Expiration Date:_/_Name as it appears on card: 

Signature:._ 


Mail to: Coalition on Homelessness 468 Turk Street San Francisco, 
CA 94102 


UNDERWRITERS 


Special thinks to Lhe following STREET SHEET under¬ 
writers from the sljff and volunteers of the Coali¬ 
tion on Homelessness. Your continued support has 
been vital in keeping the STREET SHEET on the streets 
since 1989, For further information on how you can 
underwrite the STREET SHEET, please contact us at 
415,346,3740. 


Jeffery Lewi? 

Rudd Canaday 
jesse J. Henry 
Alexander Mulder 
Lore and David Phillips 
bob Prentice 
Qcol f lappy Hour 
Toni and Randy Remil long 
Amy and Harvey Rose 
William Rolh 
Douglas Sell ep peg re I 
Van Swearingson 
Sylvia and John Warne? 
Karen and joe Weismun 
Richard Wiersba 
Dani Williams 


The work of (he Coalition on Homelessness is also 
made possible by the generous support of the follow¬ 
ing foundations: 


Astraea Foundation 
Ben & joi n 's Foundation 
Lynn Handleman Fund 
Hays Family Foundation 
Margaret Mellon Hitchcock Foundation 
Victor and Lorraine Honig Fund 
Left Till Fund 

Unitarian Uni versa list Fund fora Just Society 
van Ldben Sel?/RembeRock Foundation 
Edna Ward!aw Charitable Trust 
Winky Foundation 


COALIT1DN ON HOMELESSNESS 
468 TUrk Street 
San Francisco, CA 94102 
415-346-3740 

http://strBet5heetsf..wordpres5,ccm 

www.cohst.org 

kdatso n@cchsf.org 
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